
  
 

 
 

 
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and 
this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God -- not by works, 
so that no one can boast.  For we are God's workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do.            Ephesians 2:8-10    

 

Good Works based on GRATITUDE 
Doing things inside of God’s Design – Desire – Plan 

 

 

The good work of ____________ 

God Design 

 

 

 

 

God’s Desire 

 

 

 

 

God’s Plan 

 

 

 

 

IMPOSSIBLE ________________________________________ 

IMPOSSIBLE ________________________________________ 

 

There is giving for you to do: 

 not to make God love you more 

 not because you are afraid God will love you less 

 because of the great love God has already shown you  

3/31/19 Hebrews 7:1-8 



 
Encounter Groups will be starting up over the next two weeks.   

  

      Getting Started    

Growing up, how aware were you of how finances were handled in your family?  
What lessons did you learn about money from your family? 
 

What about the message? 

How did you feel during the sermon?  Why? 

Review the sermon together.  What were the main points?   
What stood out to you as important?  What questions did it raise for you?   

What is your primary motivation for giving?   
Gratitude, Obedience, Compassion, Obligation, Guilt, Meeting Needs, other? 
How might this be finished? 
If people give to the church so that the bills are paid, they will care if the bills are paid. 
If people give to the church to be blessed, they will never be satisfied/content 
If people give to the church out of guilt, they will find it easy to judge 
If people give to the church to support missions, they will connect to mission work. 
If people give to the church to glorify God, they will care if God is glorified. 
If people give to the church to show their trust in God, they will trust God more. 
If people give to the church to express gratitude to God, they will… 
 

Discuss these motivations, their spiritual impact, and what motivations you might 
want more of in your life?  How can you grow those motivations? 

 

Going Deeper 

Pastor Dirk referenced many different passages in the Bible.  Where do you see 
the concern for people’s spiritual condition (their heart for God) in these 
passages.  Malachi 3:7-12, Matthew 23:23, 2 Corinthians 9:5-8, 11-15 

What practical concerns come to mind when you hear, “you can’t out give God”?  
How should we balance our obligations and responsibilities, with our generosity?   

The tithe (10%) can feel like a tax or obligation that is resented.  How might 
Jesus’ teaching in Luke 16:10-13 relate to this?   
 

How about you? 

Do you trust God enough to put your money where your mind is and tithe? 
Do you have gratitude which flows beyond obligation to giving above and beyond?  


