
  
 

 
 

 
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and 
this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God -- not by works, 
so that no one can boast.  For we are God's workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do.            Ephesians 2:8-10    

 

Created to do good – but what’s your motivation?   
 

Heidelberg Catechism Q&A 85 

Q. Since we have been delivered from our misery by grace through Christ 

without any merit of our own, why then should we do good works? 
A. Because Christ, having redeemed us by his blood, is also restoring us by his 

Spirit into his image, so that with our whole lives we may show that we are 
thankful to God for his benefits… 

 

GRATITUDE 
When you know you have received something awesome, 

gratitude is the natural response. 
 

 

 

IMPOSSIBLE ________________________________________ 

 

There is good for you to do: 

 not to make God love you more 

 not because you are afraid God will love you less 

 because of the great love God has already shown you 
 

 

 

 

 

What are you doing in God’s way for God’s glory? 
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Encounter Groups will be starting up over the next two weeks.   

 
 

Getting Started    

When should you write a thank you note?  What other ways do you express 
gratitude to people who give you things or do things for you?  What’s your norm? 
 

What about the message? 

Review the sermon together.  What were the main points?   
What stood out to you as important?  What questions did it raise for you?   

What are the motivations you have seen in people’s lives for doing good? 

 

How can the different motivations impact the long term impact of doing good? 

 

The Heidelberg Catechism lists some of the benefits of our doing the good works 
created in advance for us to do.  What list of benefits can you come up with?  
Benefits for you, for God, for the Church, for others? 

 

Going Deeper 

Sometimes the feeling of gratitude can fade – we can take what we receive for 
granted (just ask anyone who feeds kids daily).  Read Galatians 6:7-10.  What 
additional motivation for doing good does Paul present here?   
How does this contrast or complement what Jesus highlighted in Luke 7:43? 

How do we know God’s design, desire and plan?   
What does Romans 12:1-10 add to your thoughts on this? 

Does the idea of “everything inside of God’s design, desire and plan” expand or 
focus your understanding of what is “doing good”?   

 

How about you? 

How is your day to day life “doing good”?  What in your current patterns 
needs to stop to make more room for the good you were created for?  


