
If love becomes a god, it becomes a demon. 

  
 
 
 
 
 

      MATTHEW 10:32-39 

 
Eros causes children – Storge cares for them 

 

“I love you, I just don’t like you” 

 
storge is natural and can go beyond ___________  
 family – people/tribe – nation/land – race 

 It should go to _____ ___________ 
“[People] are themselves odder than you could have believed  
  and worth far more than you could have imagined.”  C.S. Lewis 

 
 
 
 
 

      
 

 
the “unnecessary” love 

 

A GATEWAY LOVE – A LOVE THAT IS ________ 
Starts with companionship 
Found in connection (you must have content to have connection) 

 
For _________ or _________ 

friendships insulate and isolate 

"Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; 

anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me;  

and anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.  

Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will 

find it.”  ~Jesus       Matthew 10:37-39  

2/17/19 

storge family love  

affection from familiarity 

phileo friendship  



Encounter Groups will be starting up over the next two 

weeks.   

 
       Getting Started 

Have you had a best friend?  How did you and your “best 
friend ever” find each other and become best friends?  

 
 

What about the message? 

Review the sermon together.  What were the main points?  
What stood out to you as important?  What questions did it 
raise for you?  What do you think of Matthew 10:32-39 

How are you at appreciating the people who “happen to be 
there” who are very different than you? 

Have there been times when you have tried to force 
affection as a “right” or try to manufacture a friendship?  
How did it go?  What lessons have you learned? 

 
 

 Going deeper 

Read the following passages:  Leviticus 19:18,  
Matthew 22:36-40, Romans 13:9-10, Galatians 5:14-25, and 
Matthew 5:43-46  
The theme in these is clear – how would you summarize it? 
How does Jesus “raise the bar”?   
Focus in on the Galatians passage.  What help do we have? 

How can storge affection love be a first step toward the 
full love Jesus wants us to have?  

Talk about “like” vs. “love.” 

How can we “friend” Jesus more than parents or children? 

 
  Something to do: 

Each person you encounter this week – if you start to have 
negative thoughts or judgments about them – stop and think 
of one thing to appreciate about them. 

 


