
  
 
 

 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  Then he said to his 
disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.  Ask the Lord of the 
harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field." Matthew 9:36-38    

 

HAPPY  VS.  JOY 

Happy comes and goes, Joy is something you can _____  

 
 

 

 
 

HARVEST 
 

      WHAT FIELD ARE YOU WORKING IN? 

World’s field or God’s field 

 
WORLD HEAVEN 

MORE   

BETTER   

DIFFERENT   

   

 

 

 

JOY 
“…he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that the sower and  

the reaper may be glad together.”  John 4:36 
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  Getting Started 

Think about when you use the word “joy” and when you use the word 
“happy.”  For example we say “Happy Thanksgiving,” why?  

What subtle messages about these two ideas come through from how 
we use them? 
 
 Thinking about the Happy vs. Joy 

Use a concordance, Bible app, or the internet to search for Bible verses 
that use the word “joy” (there are over 200).  Randomly select a few from 
different sections of the Bible (Psalms, Prophets, Gospels, Letters), and read 
them.  What do you see from your random sampling of joy in the Bible? 

 
 
 Going Deeper 
 

Can you think of an example where you are drawn toward  
“More – Better – Different” in regard to material things?   
When or what would be “enough” for you?   
 
Read 1 Timothy 6:6-12.  Contrast verses 9-10 with verses 11-12.   
How does this tie into the sermon?  How does it encourage you? 
 
You are part of the harvest that God is bringing in, and at the same time, 
you are invited to be a harvester who is bringing in the harvest.  The 
Samaritan woman in John 4 was a “reaper” and she didn’t even know it.  
We heard the end of her story in the sermon, go back and read the start. 
John 4:1-30.  What strikes you about this woman of the Bible and her 
interaction with Jesus? 
 
Is there a time you can share about where you found joy helping someone 
with eternal and spiritual matters?  How was prayer, personal testimony, or 
introducing them to Jesus part of the experience? 
 
 
 Turning faith into prayerful action 

Work at memorizing Matthew 9:36-38 – read it together (on front). 

 

Will you commit to setting a 9:38 PRAYER ALARM to pray to the Lord of the 

Harvest every day until winter (Dec 21)?  If you did last week, how has it 
gone so far? 


