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During Lent I said that our 
Impossible Goal is to be like 
Christ.  Sometimes we aim 
impossibly high, so that we can 
hit as high as humanly possible.  
If you are striving to be like 
Christ, you must choose to 
love the Church.   

Do you love Church?  I’m not 
talking about an hour or two 
together on Sunday, or a build-
ing, or traditions, but the 
whole complicated, beautiful 
mess of those who are follow-
ing Christ coming together in a 
purposeful community of faith.   

The Bible says that “Christ 
loved the church and gave 
himself up for her.” (Eph. 5:25)  
This wasn’t because the church 
was perfect.  Knowing full well 
she wasn’t, Christ sacrificed to 

make her holy.  Christ’s love 
for the church required sacri-
fice, continues daily, and is 
filled with great reward.  

The call to be like Christ in-
cludes loving the universal 
Church, and loving the local 
church.  When this happens, 
when we love what God is 
doing in the world more than 
our personal preferences, more 
than our personal comfort, 
more than temporary treasure, 
something amazing happens 
— we are blessed! 

In fact, the Bible says that 
when we love the Church, we 
are loving ourselves.  Because 
together, we are the Church.   

In Christ, 

Pastor Dirk 

 

Be Like Christ 
Love the Church! 

Christ loved the church and gave 

himself up for her to make her 

holy, cleansing her by the wash-

ing with water through the word,  

and to present her to himself as a 

radiant church, without stain or 

wrinkle or any other blemish, but 

holy and blameless.  

                       Ephesians 5:25-27   

Letter from the Pastor’s Desk 

If you have been to church in 

the last year you may have no-

ticed that there are more babies 

and children.  Many new fami-

lies of varying ages have been 

worshiping and getting involved 

in the life of the church.   

 Cedrick Donald Harris was 

baptized Jan. 13, 2019 

 Gianna Rochelle Reynolds 

was baptized Feb. 17, 2019 

 Russell Reynolds joined 

ERC on Feb. 17, 2019 

 Virginia Elliott, Mary Lee 

Hedrick, Judy Rappold, 

Randy Strattman, and 

Candice Strattman joined 

ERC on Mar. 24, 2019 

 Alexis Cuff was baptized 

and joined Emmanuel on 

Apr. 21, 2019 

 

Emmanuel is a spiritual home 

for many, and it is a family 

which is always welcoming 

othere to join.  A healthy fami-

ly is intergenerational, and this 

list of everything from babies 

to grandmothers shows we are 

truly an intergenerational con-

gregation.  Let us celebrate 

what God is doing at ERC! 
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See a Need 
Meet a Need 

Great things happen 
when people take initia-
tive to improve things 
here at ERC. Recent  
examples include: 

 Gluten Wafer Holders 

 Eggs for Sale 

 Pillow on Couch 

 Birthday Cakes 

 Pulling Weeds 

 Encouraging Notes 

 Fixing Faucets 

 Repairing a Column 

 Knitting Prayer Shawl 

 Hugging a Child 

Spring/Summer 2019 
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It was a great year for our chil-

dren!  Between the messages 

during the Kids’ Time with 

Pastor Dirk, the lessons 

learned with their teachers and 

the enrichment time with vari-

ous volunteers, our children 

have learned about loving 

God, loving others, and loving 

themselves.   

We are planning to celebrate 

our children and volunteers 

Sunday, June 16 after worship 

with a picnic in the Pavilion.  

The hamburgers and hot dogs 

will be provided so bring a side 

dish or dessert to share and we 

will have a complete picnic 

meal!  

We will need a couple of grills 

to fire up and cook on, so if 

valued this congregation, 
pushed for small group studies, 
took an interest in youth, 
worked hard, and loved deeply.   

The consistory has decided to 
do four things with the estate 
gift Tom left for his church.   

First—we will tithe. 
10% is going to a special pro-
ject in the mission work we are 
involved with in India. 

One person who loved the 
church was Tom Thomson.  
After his passing in December, 
his daughter shared that he 
assigned ERC as the benefi-
ciary of his IRA.  It was an act 
of love that he arranged for 
even after he left this earth.  
What we do with what God 
gives us, both in life and in 
death, are a witness to who we 
are and what we value.  Tom 

Second—we will invest a por-
tion of it in a new sound sys-
tem in the sanctuary.  Hearing 
became hard for Tom, but he 
wanted to hear every word.  
The desire for the new system 
is to enhance the spoken word, 
and the music he so appreciat-
ed. 

Third—we will expand our 
ministry to children and fami-

End of  the School Year Picnic on Father’s Day 

He was like Christ—He loved the church 

the month, and our fellowship 

time will be upstairs also or in 

the Pavilion.  We hope to have 

one or two Sundays where we 

have worship outside in the 

Pavilion.   

Make worship a regular part of 

your summer routine so that 

you can instill in your family 

the importance of God in your 

lives! 

Thursday morning 
Bible study will  

resume in  
September 

Summer Worship — Air Conditioning! 

During July and August we will 

meet in the Fellowship Hall for 

worship at 9:30 am.  Consisto-

ry made this decision so that  

we could all be more comforta-

ble and to alleviate the Sunday 

morning scramble to get things 

set up.  Our time of worship 

will be the same with Com-

munion the first Sunday , Cele-

bration Bank the last Sunday of 

Celebration Bank 

& Birthday Cake 

after worship, will 

be the last Sunday 

of the month. 
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lies.    Tom was a visionary, and 
knew kids are our future.  Hiring 
a part-time family ministry coor-
dinator is under consideration. 

Fourth—we will cover the dif-
ference.  There continues to be a 
gap between what is given and 
the cost of our ministry.  A por-
tion of his gift will be held to 
help cover this gap for the next 
year. 

To our wonderful Sunday 
School Teachers and  

Enrichment Time Volun-
teers for their dedica-

tion to teaching our pre-

cious children about God! 

you can bring one, let the 

church office know.   

 

SUMMER ENRICHMENT 

Volunteers for the summer 

months are needed to take the 

young children after the Kids’ 

children’s message for an en-

richment time with them—

outside play, a movie or a pro-

ject.  

Campfire Stories—Summer Sermon Series 

Before electricity, before pho-

tos, before books, there were 

stories.  Stories told from one 

generation to the next while 

sitting around campfires at 

night.  In honor of campfire 

season, this summer pastor 

Dirk will be sharing some of 

these great stories from the 

Bible.  But stories like David 

and Goliath are more than fun 

bedtime adventure tales.  In 

these famous stories of the 

Bible we find important lessons 

for today, and clear connec-

tions to Jesus. 



Ramadan Feast May 30 at 7:45 pm 

God’s Call to Mission 

Puerto Rico Recap 

Come learn and feast 

Thursday, May 30 

7:45 pm 

What do you know about 
Ramadan?  Honestly, if there 
wasn’t some context, I would 
have to pause to think about 
what faith it is connected with.   
But at the end of the month 
you have the opportunity to 
learn more.   

Members of the Turkish Com-
munity Center reached out to 

us with the offer of sharing 
their tradition with us.   

Ramadan is an Islamic tradition 
which involves both fasting 
and feasting.  In spiritual devo-
tion Muslims fast from sunrise 
to sunset for a month, and 
when the sun sets, they feast! 

While you can choose to fast 

One week in Yabucoa flew by, 

and just about everyone on the 

trip would have stayed longer if 

they could have.  The lodging 

was horrible, the bathrooms 

were not good, some of the 

food wasn’t inspiring, but the 

people were so wonderful 

nothing else mattered.  You are 

invited Sunday at 5:30 pm.   

Sunday June 2 
5:30 pm at 

ERC 
It will be a shared meal, so you 

are invited to bring something 

to share, but it is not required.   

The CCMS Mission Trip to 

Puerto Rico was amazing!  It is 

always good to do good, and 

this experience did not disap-

point.  You have an opportuni-

ty to come and connect with 

the people who went from 

Emmanuel Reformed Church, 

Sacred Heart and House of 

Praise to help rebuild after 

Hurricane Maria.   

Pastor Steward has been in a 

many year battle to protect 

their land from an road im-

provement project.  The deci-

sion is now final, and while 

they kept much of their prop-

erty, they lost enough that it is 

necessary to relocate the train-

ing center.  They are in the 

process of building a new 

building, and our tithe from 

Tom’s gift will allow its com-

pletion before classes begin. 

Every report from Steward 

includes exciting growth in the 

church all around north east 

India.  Pick up an update in the 

hallway by the India poster. 

The Anchor Food 

Pantry can always 

use lunch food for 

the summer 

months 
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St. Paul’s Center Niger, Africa India—Pastor Steward 

Over the past 15 years we have 

supported the RCA’s work in 

the desperately poor nation of 

Niger through our support for 

missionary Tom Johnson.  

Tom is now living in the USA 

and is working for an organiza-

tion which helps the people of 

Haiti.  We celebrate this 

change in his life.  The mission 

committee decided to continue 

supporting the valuable work 

in Niger, through other RCA 

missionaries 

there.  Read 

the insert to 

learn more 

about the 

Beebouts! 

or not, you are invited to sig-
nup to come and feast.  After a 
brief presentation about Rama-
dan, as the sun goes down, we 
will eat together.    

There is no cost, but reserva-
tions are required.  Contact the 
office now if you would like to 
come.  518-732-7766 or  
info@ercrca.org  

Babies need diapers!  Many of 

the women who are helped by 

St. Paul’s Center in Rensselaer 

have infants and toddlers.  To 

help them, to help the center, 

and to honor Jesus, we held a 

two week diaper drive in May.  

Thank you to all who helped 

provide a mountain of love. 
CCMS The Anchor 

From toiletries and house-

hold items to canned goods 

and clothing, your generosity 

goes a long way in helping 

those in Castleton make ends 

meet.  Over 60 baskets were 

given to families to make 

their Easter meal special. 

THANK YOU for all of 

your donations throughout 

the year! 



Happy Kids Day Care 
The following new staff were hired this Spring: 

Nora Ytterberg - center-wide floater 

Victoria Reynolds - center-wide floater 

Grace Coons - cook 

Emily Canning  - assistant toddler teacher 

We are grateful for Amy, our day care 

director, and the dedicated staff who create 

a loving and caring environment for the 

children in their care. 

It isn’t done yet, but it has al-

ready been a great addition to 

our ministry!  The playground 

has already seen countless smil-

ing faces as kids have been 

playing on it any time they can.  

Under the arched ceiling of the 

pavilion, we have had great 

parties and picnics.   

Yet the hard work of the fin-

ishing details continues.  This 

pavilion is a labor of volunteer 

love—built by the hands of 

ERC.  Saturdays the work con-

tinues, and the core crew is 

always welcoming of additional 

hands.   Help us finish the task! 

Next Pavilion Event: 

Picnic June 16 after worship!  

Ministry Pavilion  

Emmanuel Reformed Church    

Spring has finally broken 

through and the rains of April 

and May have grown the 

lawns and gardens at Emman-

uel so much so, you can al-

most hear the earth groaning 

with delight. God has blessed 

us with good soil and healthy 

plants. 

With all of this growth comes 

the maintenance. There is 

Lawn and Garden 

Capital Campaign 

We are working to be faithful 

stewards of the money donated 

toward the capital campaign.  We 

have approximately $50,000 re-

maining, and more work to do!   

At the end of August, Happy 

Kids Day Care will be closed for 

a week (8/24—9/1) so that area 

can be renovated with fresh 

paint, new flooring and other 

upgrades.  The hope is also to 

make improvements in the kitch-

en and sanctuary, as well, so that 

our entire facility functions well, 

is welcoming and inviting, and 

reflects well on the God we wor-

ship. 

 

All are welcome at Emmanuel.  

Invite your friends and family to 
share in all that God has in store 
for our lives as we all grow in our 

faith together. 

mowing to be done, weeds to be 

gotten rid of, and plants to be 

trimmed or transplanted.  If you 

are able to help out with any of this 

for even an hour a week,  please 

call  or e-mail the church office 

(518-732-7766 or info@ercrca.org) 

and we will hook you up with the 

right people to get you going. 

There are no special talents re-

quired.  Thank You! 

It takes many awesome vol-

unteers to keep things looking 

great for the glory of God! 


