
Emmanuel 
news 

“Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  

By this all will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."  
                                                                                            John 13:34-35   

Being Church Together 

This summer we have devoted our 
sermons to hearing from the words 
of Jesus.  What did he say, and how 
should it impact our lives?   
 
He talked about faith, tradition, 
marriage, doing good, and that we 
are not good enough (but that he is).  
I hope you have seen Jesus a little 
more clearly this summer, and will 
continue to grow as a follower of 
Christ.  
 
If you quickly read the above quote 
from Jesus, you might simply nod 
and smile — simple, let’s all be 
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In the spring we had a short three-week sermon series, “Boys to Men.”  Other 

than reminders of an 80’s band, it also prompted someone to ask on their way 

out  of worship, “What about the girls?”  Hmmm, what about the girls?   

That comment launched learning for me, and a sermon series for the church.  

Learn more about our exci)ng new sermon series star)ng Sept 9th, on page 3.  

nice… But Jesus calls you and me to 
much more than being nice to each 
other.   
 
We are called to love each other like 
Jesus loves us.  He died for us!  Let 
that sink in; Jesus gave up 
everything for you.   
 
Together as a church, a community 
of faith, a family—this requires 
some real love—Jesus-like love .   
To love like this is a gift from God, 
and to be a church of love is a gift to 
each other and a gift to the world. 
 
Brothers and Sisters, Let us Love, 

Pastor Dirk 

Church Events 
Sept 2 Communion 

Sept 9 Mission Muffins   

  Meet the Teachers 

Sept 16 Meal after  Worship   

Sept 23 Encounter Groups  

Oct 13    Pavilion Open House 

Oct 21 CROP Walk 

Oct 26-27 Leadership Retreat 

Nov 4    Shoe Box Collection 
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How Important is My Child’s Spiritual Life? Linda Baker 
 I grew up going to church, my husband did not. But we did have the common belief that God 

was important in our lives. So when my husband and I were raising our family, we made the 

decision to be a family that attends church regularly. We found that for our children, as well as 

ourselves, we needed to be intentional about spiritual nurturing so that we would not get caught up 

in the way the world thinks about God or how we should spend our time. This does not come 

naturally. Sure, we read the Bible as a family and talked about the importance of God and what 

Jesus did for us on the cross, but being connected with a community of believers was, and is, 

something that helped strengthen our faith and broaden the support and encouragement we 

received by being in community. And so our church-family became part of our daily living, who we 

prayed for and with, of who we are. 

 As our children grew, we set down rules that showed them that church was a priority. We 

ensured that our entire family went to church each Sunday, and made sure that sports and other activities did not interfere with this 

commitment. Now I don’t know that these were stated in so many words, but we all knew that this is what we did as a family. 

Establishing this habit was so important, that when we did miss a Sunday at our church, we all felt like our hearts missed a beat for 

the week, we were out of sync with our church family. Being together enhanced our understanding and worship of God. 

 I pray that as you make decisions about what your family will be involved with, that your child’s spiritual well-being will be number 

one and that going to church will be a priority in your home. Just think of what the world would be like if we all took our children’s 

spiritual health seriously and taught them about who God is and how He yearns for us to have eternal life with Him! 

Sunday 
 School 
Sunday, September 9  

MEET YOUR TEACHER! 
Bring your family to church at 9:30 a.m. and then 

go up to the kitchen to make muffins to support 

our mission work while your parents stay to hear 

what Jesus had to say about communion.  After 

making muffins you will get the chance to meet 

your Sunday School Teacher and see the 

classroom you will be in! 

Welcome to the Family 
So far this year we have welcomed three new babies to ERC. 

 

Quinn Ward Cedrick Harris William Gladwin 



When you take a look at the women of the Bible it is easy to give 

them )tles.  Consider the 7 women whose stories we will be 

learning this fall.  Many of them can be slapped with a label that 

few would choose.  But their )tle is not the end, only a step 

along the way to a beau)ful redemp)on orchestrated by God.   

 

Each of these individuals have labels which can never be 

removed—they are women, they are created by God, and they 

are loved by God.  Their stories, their transforma)ons, are a 

result of their faith and their ac)on.  Man or woman, we are 

called to ac)vely step out in faith, and I believe these women of 

the Bible will inspire and encourage your spiritual journey.   

 

These are Bold, Beau)ful and Brave women.  Many of them 

share their #MeToo moment with us, and then show us what it 

means to be people of redemp)ve faith.  Series starts Sept. 9. 

Who can you invite to Emmanuel this fall? 

Encounter Groups are small group se5ngs where you can get with others to discuss the sermon, study the 

Bible, pray for each other, and find your path to ac)on.  In a small group you experience so much more of 

what church is supposed to be—a place of connec)on, growth and encouragement.  Encounter Groups start 

at the end of September—this fall is a great )me to join a group!  Watch for a list of groups in September. 
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Mission Updates 
 Tom Johnson — After 15 years in Niger, Africa, the Johnson family has 

ended their work there and has returned to the USA.  It was great to hear 
from Tom in service on Aug 26, and as a church we will be considering 
what RCA mission we should support in the coming years. 

 Pastor Steward — We received word in August of a devastating wind and 
hail storm which did major damage to some ministry buildings.  A special 
offering here raised $2005 to rebuild and improve their structures.  It is 
great to be a blessing!  Thank you. 

 Fall Mission Trip— We have been working toward a fall mission trip to 
be involved in rebuilding from storms which have ravished the US and US 
territories.  Things have not come together for a trip in October, but we 
will keep pursuing options of how we can be involved in helping others in 
this way in the future. 

Happy Kids Day Care 
A  year-round program that operates                             

Monday - Friday 7:00am - 5:30pm 

Happy Kids offers both part-)me and full-)me care for 

infants, toddlers and preschoolers.  We have a dedicated 

staff of “super heros”  who, under the direc)on of Amy 

Bielinski, create a very loving and safe environment for 

children to grow in as they explore the world around 

them.  We currently have openings in the infant room, so 

if you or someone you know is looking for infant care, 

please call Amy at 518-732-4569. 

www.happykidsdc.org 

Financial Update 

Summer is normally a )me when we 

see giving fall off as people are busy 

with their vaca)ons. This year your 

generosity has kept up and we are so 

grateful that you are making support 

of your church a priority. Please re-

member that we are only able to do 

the work we do with your faithfulness 

and commitment to ERC, both prayer-

fully and financially. 

As of August 26, regular giving was 

short of the budget by only $2,101. 

 



MINISTRY PAVILION NEARS COMPLETION 

      . . . AND THERE WAS GREAT REJOICING!  

After 19 months of work on the Ministry Pavilion we are ready to give a shout out to the 

congregation and to the community!  Make sure you are a part of the celebrations as we 

thank God for His provision! 
 

Sunday, September 16 after worship 

 POTLUCK IN THE PAVILION! Bring a dish to share after worship and 

share this time with your Sunday School teachers and fellow worshipers. 

 

Saturday, October 13 late afternoon to evening event 

 COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE 

All are welcome to partake in this fun-filled day which includes food, music, a “burn-the-

scraps” bonfire, and fun activities for the kids!  If you want to take part in the planning, con-

tact Linda Baker in the church office 518-732-7766 / linda@ercrca.org or Jen Gieser at 

jeng@ercrca.org. 

Capital Campaign Update 

Three years ago we began a facility improvement project that has helped prepare 

our facili)es for con)nued ministry.  We have made major upgrades to the Fellow-

ship Hall, entry way, bathrooms, and some common areas.  Over the past year and a 

half the ministry pavilion has been going up and we hope to finish this fall.    

But we are not done yet!   

We are looking to make upgrades to the downstairs classrooms (Day Care), the 

kitchen, and the sanctuary over the coming year.  For the glory of God! 

Capital Finances 
as of 7/31/18 

Received $315,156 

Upgrades $118,367 

Pavilion $127,890 

Balance   $68,899 



Announcements 

CROP Walks are Church World Service events that take place throughout the year to fight hunger globally and in 

local communities. You are invited to participate in the Castleton CROP Walk on Sunday, October 21st. At noon we 

will meet at ERC to enjoy a light meal together and then drive to The Anchor on Boltwood Avenue to tour the food 

pantry and drop off donated items to help stock the shelves.  The 3.2 mile walk will take off from there and go 

through the village.  

 

Please consider walking this year to help support The Anchor 

which receives 25% of the proceeds.  Go to https://

www.crophungerwalk.org/castletonny/  to register. 

 

If you are unable to walk, please consider donating to the team at  

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/castletonny/

EmmanuelReformedChurch  

 

 

As you make out your shopping lists, don’t forget to 
include items for the Christmas Shoe Boxes.  We are 
once again filling shoe boxes for Samaritan’s Purse 
to deliver to the far reaches of our world so that 
children may be introduced to the love of Jesus in a 
very tangible way and hear the gospel.   

Please pick up a box (or more) to fill.  A list of items 
by age is available at church or email the church 
office to get a copy emailed to you.  Bring your box 
in starting November 4.  They are due absolutely no 
later than November 18.  We will dedicate them and 
then send them off! 

Operation Christmas Child 

Collec#on Starts November 4 

 New Website  
In September we will 
have a new look online.  
We have a brand new, 
completely redesigned 
website.  Check it out 
and share it with a friend! 

www.EncounterERC.com 

Allie received 

her support dog 

Phoenix this 

month.  Thanks 

to all who  

supported with 

cans and  

dona#ons. 

CROP Walk  - Sunday, October 21 at noon 


