
We can know things, we can talk 
about things, we can even debate 
things, but it is different to 
experience something.  I can know all 
about skydiving; the history, how the 
equipment works, when to pull what, 
and the best way to land.  I can spend 
hours talking about what is and how 
it works, I could even debate whether 
or not the rush is worth the risk, but if 
I have never strapped on a chute and 
jumped out of a flying plane, I have 
never experienced skydiving (which I 

haven’t).   
 
In our spiritual lives knowledge and 
understanding is important, but the 
question is, what have you 
experienced?  Have you experienced 
the profound release found in being 
able to forgive someone?  Have you 
experienced clarity in an important 
decision, where you feel a divine 
peace and direction as you make your 

Experiencing ERC is Experiencing People 
We experience God in His presence and His promises, and we experience Church in the people.  

Church is not a building nor a time of worship, but rather, it is an assembly of believers 

committed to both the Lord and each other.  We experience the complete spiritual life God has 

designed for us, not alone, but with others.  This happens on Sunday mornings both in the 

worship service, and in the times before and after.  It happens when you come to a Christmas 

Party and sit with someone you know, or someone you are getting to know for the first time.  It 

happens when you join an Encounter Group, or when you go with someone from church to feed 

the poor.  This holiday season, experience the difference that seeking out connection with 

followers of Jesus can make.   

choice?  Have you experienced the 
moment where you realize that a 
temptation is no longer tempting, a 
bad habit no long controls, or a heavy 
burden no longer weighs you down?   
 
Your faith should impact what you 
experience in your life.  It does this by 
impacting what you do, but also by 
what you receive from God.  The gifts 
of God—every spiritual blessing—are 
things you should experience.   
 
God wants you to experience  a strong 
confidence and security in your 
salvation.  This season, we celebrate 
the miraculous birth of Jesus, born to a 
virgin, laid in a manger, and heralded 
by angels.  And Jesus came to offer 
his life once and for all as the ultimate 
and eternal sacrifice for our guilt.  
When we accept this forgiveness by 
faith, we are washed clean, adopted as 

Church Events 

 Dec 2nd - decorating / brunch 

 Dec 8th - Interfaith Homeless 

Shelter Dinner and 

decorating 

 Dec 16th - cookie baking 

(bring cookie dough to 

church) 

 Dec 6, 13, 20  -  7:00 pm 

Choir Practice for Christmas 

 Dec 22nd -  5-7 pm Outdoor 

Community Christmas Party 

 Dec 23 Sunday Worship 

Youth participation  

 Dec 24th Christmas Eve    

7:00 pm  Candlelight    

 Family Service                             

11:00 pm Candlelight 

 Communion Service 

 Dec 30 Sunday Worship 

 Dec 31 Blood Drive 

10am to 3pm 

Emmanuel Reformed Church 
1150 Maple Hill Rd.        Castleton, NY 12033 

518-732-7766          www.encounterERC.com 
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Building our Future 
Three years—lots of work, more to come. 

It has been three years since 

w e  s t a r t e d  m a k i n g 

improvements to our buildings. 

We began with updating the 

fellowship hall, sanctuary 

hal lway and vest ibule, 

bathrooms and office area 

foyer.  The pavilion began to 

take shape in 2016 on paper 

and in 2017 became a reality, 

along with moving the 

playground to ensure the 

safety of our children. As we 

move into 2019 we hope to 

finish the pavilion and begin 

work in the day care area and 

the kitchen areas. 

  

The generosity of those who 

have given their time, talents 

and treasure to make this 

vision come to fruition is truly 

inspiring. We have been 

blessed with those who work 

tirelessly each week, those 

who give sacrificially of their 

finances, those who have 

been faithful in prayer, and 

all that it takes to be a 

people of faith together. 

 

THANK YOU TO ALL OF YOU!  

May God be praised and 

glorified as together we do 

His work in our church, 

community, and beyond. 

Pavilion Update 
Work on the pavilion continued into November in 
spite of the cold. The playground fence was put in 
early November giving the area a nice finished 
look and safety for the children using it. Thank you 
to the individuals who faithfully showed up on 
Saturdays  through the spring, summer and fall—
you made it happen!   In the spring we will pick up 
where we left off, hoping to complete the trim work, 
indoor painting and other final details. 
 
One last project before the end of the year.  We 
have reinforced vinyl curtains coming to keep out 
the wind and rain on bad days, and keep in more 
heat on December 22 — Pavilion Christmas Party! 

Steps of Faith 

Jesus said, “Give, and it will be given to you.  

A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and 

running over, will be poured into your lap.” Luke 6:38   

Emmanuel Reformed Church is a community of believers 
called to worship God. 

We seek to engage people in the  
life, joys, and work of the church;  

serving, teaching, and inviting people to follow Jesus. 

There are people at ERC who are taking some bold 

steps of faith with their finances.  When a household 

doubles their giving from one year to the next, it 

shows they made a purposeful decision to be more 

generous and exercise their faith muscles in new ways.  

When giving goes up by a factor of three or four, it 

shows a bold step heading in a new direction.  When 

giving from one year to the next jumps 10X or more, 

there has been a transformation in how people are 

thinking about money.   

This year, there have been 10 households who have 

already given more than double what they did in 2017, 

and a total of 27 givers who made significant increases 

to their giving!  Joining with these increases in faith, 

are the 15 new givers who have started giving by 

check, online or envelope this year.   This builds upon 

the foundation of obedient generosity already within 

the congregation.   Thank You. 

God blesses faithful, joyful, generous giving! 

 

What can you give as a year-end gift to give thanks to God, 

and support the ministry of Emmanuel Reformed Church? 

As noted above, there has been wonderful increase in regu-
lar giving in 2018; and this is so important to our work.  Also 
important are year-end gifts in the month of December.  
The donations we receive above and beyond regular giving 
enable ERC to continue serving God by welcoming in new 
families, teaching the Word of God, helping in the commu-
nity and around the world—and providing a spiritual home 
for people like you.  Your gift makes a real difference!       



The Anchor  
 Food Pantry & Thrift Shop 

 Thanksgiving has flown by and we rejoice that “65 

baskets were provided for families in need in Castleton” , 

according to The Anchor manager, Paula Sancomb.  This was 

all made possible with the help of at least 18 faithful 

volunteers, and the generosity of the community and 

churches of the Cooperative Christian Ministries of Schodack. 

 On the heels of Thanksgiving, The Anchor is busy 

preparing for Christmas by gathering items for the Christmas 

Shoppe for those families who have asked to shop for their 

families, and putting together Christmas meal baskets. We 

have been asked to provide any flavor cake mix and frosting. 

They are in need of toys/games for boys ages 8-12 (sports 

balls, sleds, games) for the Shoppe. Gifts need to be to The 

Anchor no later than December 9.   

 The Thrift Shop is well stocked with household items and  

clothing for all ages.  Anyone is welcome to shop at The 

Anchor, so stop by and make a few purchases for you or your 

family. The proceeds from the Thrift Shop supports the food 

pantry, in addition to the monetary donations made by the 

CCMS churches and others.  Their hours are Mondays 5-7 

pm, Tuesday and Thursdays 9 am - 2 pm and the first 

Saturday of the month 10 am - 1 pm. 

 This year The Anchor was able to supply clothing for 

emergencies in both Cohoes and Troy.  With a supportive 

community The Anchor continues to provide for those in 

need. Praise be to God for His provision! 

beloved children, and given the promise of eternal life.  If 
you received this amazing grace as a teen or adult, it was an 
experience you will never forget.  You moved from dark to 
light, from bondage to freedom, from hopeless to beloved.  
 
Many of us, however, have lived as forgiven and adopted 
children of God the majority of our lives.  We do not have a 
clear memory of experiencing this transformation.  And 
sadly, often we don’t experience much more from God over 
the years.  It is easy to talk about God, to know about God, 
to even debate about God; without experiencing God —
Father, Son and Holy Spirit— in our lives.   
 
What does it mean to experience God?  It can happen by His 
presence and by His promises.  If you worship in spir it 
and truth as Jesus instructs (John 4), rather than just going 
through motions, you will experience God’s presence.  The 
same is true for honest prayer, and reading the Bible with an 
open heart.  None of us experience God’s felt presence at 
every moment, but when we seek God, He promises to be 
found.  And there are other promises of God that result in 
very real experiences of what God gives.   
 
Followers of Jesus are promised experiences of hope, peace 
and joy that are beyond what the world can offer.  This 
Christmas season we will be examining what it means to 
EXPERIENCE HOPE, PEACE, AND JOY.  How do we 
jump out of the plane, and experience something that can 
only be known through experience?  It is a gift God wants 
you to have this Christmas! 

Pastor Dirk 

Mission Trip 
Puerto Rico ‘19 

On September 20, 2017 hurricane Maria struck Puerto 

Rico devastating the island and plunging all of its 3. to 4 

million residents into a desperate humanitarian crisis. The 

rebuilding continues so plans are underway for a mission 

trip to Puerto Rico the week of April 21-28, 2019.  

 

This trip will be led by Pastor Dirk and be more of an 

intergenerational trip than originally planned. “My intent 

was to bring youth from the community together and 

introduce them to an experience that goes beyond 

themselves and shows how they can be involved in how 

God works in the world. However, the interested ones 

span from young teens to almost 80!”We ask for your 

prayers as God works out the details of the trip. Please 

pray about how you can support those who are going.  

The per person cost is $1,500 and many of those going 

will need help to make this possible. 

CCMS 

Cooperative Christian Ministries of Schodack 

October 26-27 the leadership of ERC took an overnight retreat to 

build relationships, seek God, and make plans for the future.  Is there 

someone you think would be a great elder or deacon for 2019?   

Share your nomination with any consistory member. 



WELCOME to the world  
Gianna Rochelle Reynolds born 11/2/2018 to Russ 
and Andrea, big brother Ross and big sister Carmen. 

 

 

 

WELCOME to Emmanuel   
 

OUTDOOR COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS 

PARTY 
Saturday — December 22

nd
   

5:00 to 7:00 pm 
 

What better time to have a party than to celebrate someone’s 
birthday! On December 22 we will gather under our pavilion to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus. There will be warm beverages and 
carols to enjoy before the Christmas Story is acted out.  Then we 
will share a warm meal and goodies, make ornaments for the 
Christmas tree and enjoy each other’s company.  Invite a friend. 

 

Bundle up and come on over to 
experience the wonder of Christmas! 

The Christmas Story will be acted out at 5:30pm 

Come and experience the story. 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES 

12/2 Decorating the church and enjoying a brunch 
 together after decorating 

12/8 Helping with the Interfaith Homeless Shelter 
 Dinner and Decorating led by David & Barb 
 Spink 

12/16 Cookie Baking with Nancy Carpenter – Leave  
 your cookie dough (store bought sugar dough 
 or homemade dough with instructions) in the 
 refrigerator 

12/22 Join in the Christmas Story, singing Carols, 
making Ornaments and eating Food for our 
Outdoor Community Christmas Party. 5 - 7 pm 

12/24 Christmas Eve Worship    
 7:00 pm Candlelight Family Worship 
 8:00 pm  Dessert Reception 
 11:00 pm Candlelight Communion Service 

William Abel 
Gladwin baptized 
11/18/2018 born 
August 22, 2018 
to Tim and Dara 
and big brother 
Christopher 

FAREWELL 
Jean Hutchings left this earth 
to eternity with her Lord and 
Savior on Nov, 3 at the age of 
94 years old.   

Caroling 

Joining ERC 
In January we will be holding meetings for those 

interested in becoming members of ERC.  Is this 

church your spiritual home?  Make it official by 

joining as a member.   Talk to Pastor Dirk. 


