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Jesus’ commission is to teach disciples to obey all 

that he taught.  This is an important part of the minis-

try of ERC, as we serve, teach and invite people to 

follow Jesus Christ. 

Teachings of 2018 

Encounter Groups continue to be the discipleship heart of 

our church.  Each season we had six or more sermon based 

small groups meeting to study, encourage, learn, pray and 

discover more of what it means to encounter the Living 

God.  They help bring sermons to the life change level. 

Boys to Men 



Dear Church Family, 

What three things most represent the life, joy and work of our 
church in the past year?  To me they are the pavilion, the new  
babies, and our mission work in Assam, India.  You will see these 
highlighted on the coming pages because they are not normal, they 
set last year apart, but also because they point to larger truths.   

The Ministry Pavilion is just a super glorified lawn-mower shed—it 
is only a building.  But it represents a vision for more, a coopera-
tion of many, and the promise of relationships as we gather to-
gether for fun, food and fellowship.  The work of Jesus is spiritual, 
but it happens when hands get to work, and at locations which 
match the task at hand.  The Ministry Pavilion is simply a sampling 
of what we can do as a church. 

Babies are awesome all on their own, but they cannot be who God 
wants them to be on their own.  Yes, the youngest children of ERC 
represent hope and the future, they provide solace when we say 
goodbye to older members, but they are also a responsibility.  We 
must step up as a congregation to provide a healthy, Christ fo-
cused, supportive environment within which their faith can be 
formed. 

Our facility and immediate family are easy to focus on, but God 
wants us to have a bigger vision as a church, and our work with the 
various ministries we support (and our members are involved with) 
show we have a bigger vision; a vision which reaches all the way to 
Assam, India.  It was quite a year with us going to Pastor Steward in 
February, and also having him come visit.  Let us continue to follow 
Jesus’ direction to his disciples. 

When Jesus saw the crowds he had compassion on them, 
because they were harassed and helpless like sheep  
without a shepherd.  He says to us “Ask the Lord of the  
harvest to send out workers into His harvest field.” 

Emmanuel Reformed Church is involved in something great, and 
I’m so glad that you are part of what God is doing here! 

    In Christ, 

    Pastor Dirk 



Babies 
& Beyond

New Members in 2018 

Amy Teale and Tim & Dara Gladwin joined ERC on  

June 24, 2018 and , along with their families, have  

become engaged in the life at ERC. 

     BORN and BAPTIZED 

 Fiona Kim Shanley 8/17/17   5/13/18  

 Quinn Stephen Robert Ward    3/5/18   9/16/18 

 Cedric Donald Harris  6/29/18   1/13/19 

 William Abel Gladwin  8/22/18 11/11/18 

 Gianna Rochelle Reynolds  11/2/18  



& Beyond 

Remembering the Saints 

Marge Hotaling (12/7/1929 - 6/22/2018) faithfully attended 

 Emmanuel for over 60 years in spite of never being a mem-

 ber and was devoted to the music and hospitality minis-

 tries, as well as serving wherever God called her. 

Jean Hutchings  (1924 - 11/3/2018) until the last few years 

 Jean attended worship regularly (when not traveling the 

 world), had been involved in the women’s ministry and 

 served as an Elder after she joined ERC in 1993. 

Tom Thomson  (3/19/1930 - 12/26/2018) was an active  

member who served as Elder and Deacon, was instrumen-

tal in setting up the computers and financial system at ERC. 

He was a great encouragement to everyone. 



pavilion 

 

 
 

3 Great 

Events 
 

Sept 16 

Oct 13 

Dec 22 

After two summers of hard work by a dedicated crew who were helped by dozens of great workers 
ministry pavilion is nearing completion.  “Almost done” has allowed us to start using this new space to eat, 
have fun, and welcome the community.  We celebrate all the ways God has made this project possible, 
and look forward with anticipation to how we can use it for God’s glory.  Imagine the possibilities!

In the spring of 2015 we embarked on a campaign to make 
strategic and long lasting improvements and additions to our 
facilities to help enable years of continued ministry at our loca-
tion in Castleton.  Over the past 3 years $323,000 has been com-
mitted to this work.  The improvements have been great, from 
efficient windows, new flooring, and most noticeably, the new 
Ministry Pavilion!   We currently have $53,750 remaining to con-
tinue the work with more upgrades to our facilities next year! 



pavilion 

Accomplished 

Fellowship Hall  Bathrooms  Hallway  Playground  

 Ministry Pavilion   

 

Upcoming 

Downstairs Classrooms / Day Care Hallway 

Kitchen 

Welcome and Meeting Areas 

Sanctuary  

After two summers of hard work by a dedicated crew who were helped by dozens of great workers - the 
has allowed us to start using this new space to eat, 

have fun, and welcome the community.  We celebrate all the ways God has made this project possible, 
s glory.  Imagine the possibilities! 



mission trip 
In February a team of seven from ERC traveled to Likabali, India 

to teach, encourage, and learn more about what God is doing 

on the other side of the world and how we can support it.  Then 

as an added bonus, Pastor Steward was able to visit NY in Oc-

tober and challenge us to desire MORE! 



mission trip 

Mission Work of ERC 
$22,990 was given from ERC to the ministries 

and mission of the above organizations.  This is 

over 10% of all that was donated to ERC.  We 

are a church which believes it is biblical to tithe, 

and we seek to practice what is taught.   

 

Throughout the year you are welcome to make 

donations specifically toward any of the mission 

work we support as a church, just add your in-

tention as a note with your donation. 

                                  When God’s people come together  
  to worship Him and seek to do His will, great things happen.  
Together we supported CCMS The Anchor, The Interfaith  
Partnership for the Homeless, St. Paul’s Center for Women, 
Camp Fowler, Church World Service, Samaritan’s Purse, RCA 
Mission in Niger, India Mission and mission trip, a Service Dog, 
Casa Esperanza in Chile, and a 2019 Conference in Mexico.   

THE MISSION OF ERC TOUCHES THOUSANDS OF LIVES! 



   While we said good bye to some faithful saints,  
   we welcomed new families, and many house-
holds took the step of faith of significantly increasing  their generosity.  The 
result was an increase in giving which we celebrate.  We look forward to 
reaching the point where we can seriously consider what additional ministry 
God is calling us to.  Faithful giving enables faithful and fruitful ministry!  

Finances 

Director, Amy Bielinski completed a decade with 
Happy Kids in September 2018.  She is a great asset 
to our daycare and has a very caring and dependable 
staff.  In the infant room we have Nicole Griffin and 
Connie Horton taking care of up to 8 infants.  The 

toddler room has Cindy Scrum and Felicia Falco teaching up to 10 toddlers to 
explore their world with their friends.  The preschool room is co-taught by 
Heather Rosetti and Cierra Pulver.  They can have up to 20 preschoolers who 
are learning their alphabet, numbers and further exploring the world around 
them.  The cooks, Linda Noel and Mike Salamida provided delicious meals 
and snacks.  Ashley Salamida left the preschool 
room to take care of her new daughter.  Mike 
left to pursue full-time employment so that he 
can provide for his growing family. 

 Special Donations 

It is great when people see a need, and see 
how they can help meet it.  Someone 
thought a TV in the gathering room would 
be a great donation.  They bought it, others 
painted the wall and installed it, and ERC 
benefits.  Improvements, landscaping, deco-
rations, events — all are made better be-
cause people see needs and meet needs. 

Income   Expenses   

Offerings $170,855  Missions $22,990 

Missions $19,683  Personnel $196,352 

Other $57,477  RCA support $10,123 

Savings $13,890  Operations $32,441 

 $261,906   $261,906 



ERC Staff 

 ERC Consistory 

Elders  

Sandy Burns  

Kathy Ciampa 

Roland Ferris 

Karen Smith 

Tom Thomson 

Bruce MacIntosh 

Deacons 

Nancy Carpenter 

Lynn Donnelly 

Kelly Layton 

Karen Longworth 

Christine Torey 

David Spink 

Support 

Wes Van Ort  
Treasurer 

Dave Ewert 
Ministry Resource  

Dirk Gieser 
Minister of  
Word and Sacrament 

Pastor Dirk D. Gieser (5 years) 

Administrator Linda Baker (25 years) 

Organist/Pianist Jon LeRoy  (1 year) 

Choir Director Rick Fairchild (42 years) 

Sexton Eleanor Young (18 years) 

Nursery Kristen Langworthy (4 years) 

A Leadership Retreat was held 
October 26-27, 2018 at the Grace 
Manor Christian Retreat Center in 
Greenville, NY.  It was a time of 
team building, worshiping God, 
sharing, and planning for the fu-
ture of Emmanuel. 



 

Emmanuel Reformed Church 

1150 Maple Hill Rd. 

Castleton, NY 12033 

www.EncounterERC.com 

Emmanuel Reformed Church is a community 

of believers called to worship God. 

We seek to engage people in the life, joy 

and work of the church; 

serving, teaching and inviting people  

to follow Jesus. 


