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What is around the bend? 

I am often asked, “How are things at your 

church?”  For the past few months I have said 

that it feels like we are turning a corner.  After 

ups and downs, there is something new in the 

air at Emmanuel Reformed Church.  Maybe it 

is inspired by the many new faces at worship on Sunday, or 

the spirit in the air in the Fellowship Hall, or the great stories 

I’m hearing from Encounter groups—but I sense God is at 

work in important ways. 

But the thing about turning a corner is you don’t know what 

is around the corner until you have rounded the bend.  The 

vision I have in my mind is of driving in the mountains, com-

ing around a corner, and discovering a beautiful vista.  The 

valley opens out in front of you, the sun is shining, a river is 

flowing, and a sense of awe touches your soul.  Something 

new and wonderful opens up before you. 

What is the new and wonderful which God is opening up  

before ERC?  Is it the opportunity to share hope, peace and 

joy with people who are looking for something more in life?  

Absolutely!  Is it enriched by helping people engage in the 

life, joys and work of being church together?  I hope so!  Is it 

additional opportunities to be involved in reaching with God’s 

love locally and globally?  That is my prayer.   

As we move forward, guided by our mission statement, there 

will be so much new—but we will always stay rooted in our 

past.  That is something great about this church, a wonderful 

history, meaningful tradition, a biblical foundation—all being 

used by God, as we move into God’s future for ERC. 

What is around the bend?  I do not know, but I fully trust the 

One who does. 

     In Christ, 

      Pastor Dirk 



Serve God 
As a community of believers we can serve God in many ways.  As 

we care for members of our church, members of our community, 

and people around the world we are serving God.  But serving  

isn’t only hands-on, true service to God is “heart-on.”  When you 

are worshiping God in spirit and in truth, you are serving God. 

Missions 

In 2016 the Missions Team developed guidelines to help us as a 

church engage in spreading the good news and helping the least 

of these.  In this policy are values to guide our service to God. 

Guided by our Values in Missions we strive to: 
Ensure God is first in every outreach.  
Promote the growth of the Kingdom of God. 
Assure everything is done in love.  
Provide balance in the care we give through  

a holistic perspective. 
Maintain respect to everyone involved.  
Humbly embrace indigenous partners. 
Measure success by the presence of long-term,  

Christ-centered relationships. 

Partners in Mission include: 

The Johnsons 
Niger, Africa 

Pastor Steward 
Assam, India 

Church World 
Service 



 

Cooperative Christian Ministries of Schodack—Anchor Food Pantry 

The CCMS food pantry serves the entire town of Schodack, and  

provides 10-15 days worth of nutritious food to families in need.   

In 2016 they provided: 

469 Food Calls in the year, serving 210 different households. 

58 Thanksgiving Baskets & 55 Christmas Baskets 

Amazing Christmas presents to 53 children. 

Did you know?   
ERC gives 10% of our income each year to missions beyond our church. 

WORSHIP 
What do you get for the person who has everything?  Well, if you are talking 

about the creator of everything, and the Son through whom all was created, you 

give them your heart.  On Sunday mornings our worship continues to develop 

through the work of Alex Malsan, Rick Fairchild, and a handful of skilled and pas-

sionate members of Emmanuel Reformed Church.  This past year saw the contin-

ued refinement of songs of our faith (both old and new) being used to help the 

entire congregation worship God.  In worship we are doing the one thing which 

God cannot do himself.  We will continue to grow in our service to God as we 

continue to grow in our heartfelt, passionate worship of the Lord. 



Engage People

Thursday Bible Study 
Excel Youth Conference 

Sunday School Classes 
Choir  

Chicken Parmesan Dinner  
Teacher Retreat  
Jr. High Breakout  

Corned Beef Dinner 
Good Friday CrossWalk  

Easter Egg Hunt 
Memorial Services 

RRM Jill Philips Concert  
CROP Walk  

Sister’s in Christ  
Ministry Team Work 
Memorial Day Parade  

Summer Youth Fun 
David Masterson Concert 

Encounter Groups 
Roast Pork Dinner 

Worship Band 
Classis at Emmanuel  

Clean up days 
Women’s Mug-n-Muffin  

CCMS Thanksgiving Ser-
vice  

Consistory 
Live Nativity  

Amazing Teen Christmas 
Program!   



Our Staff 
Pastor: Rev. Dirk Gieser 

Church Administrator: Linda Baker 

Worship Music Leader: Alex Malsan 

Choir  Director: Rick Fairchild 

Sexton:  Eleanor Young 

Caregiving  Helping all of us to care for each other in times 

of need through cards, visits, meals, rides, prayer shawls and 
prayer.  Chair: Rose Ann Ferris 

Missions  Reaching beyond our church with the good news 

of the Gospel, and serving the poor locally and globally.  
Co-chairs: Rose Ann Ferris &  David Ewert  

Property  Maintaining our facilities for the glory of God and 

the benefit of ministry.  Co-chairs: John Ciampa & Jeff Baker 

Fellowship/Outreach  Creating and hosting opportunities 

for social connections, and helping people reach out to others 
in a spirit of invitation.  Co-chairs: Christine Torey and Nancy Carpenter  

Worship and Music  Ensuring engaging and meaningful 

times of worship of God for the congregation.   
Co-chairs: Jeff & Linda Baker 

Christian Education  Providing great growth opportunities 

for our children and youth.  Co-chairs: Sandy Burns & Kathy Ciampa 

Finance  Overseeing our finances to maintain accountability 

and ensure good stewardship.  Chair: Wesley Van Ort  

Personnel  Responsible for the care and development of the 

staff, and seeking new staff as needed.  Chair: Rev. Dirk Gieser  

Want to get involved?  E-mail: info@ercrca.org 

Engage People 



Teach — 

The Book of Acts 

We are called to serve God 

by helping EVERYONE: 

Know what it means to follow 

Jesus through knowing:  

God’s love 

God’s Word 

God personally 

 

Be able to confidently live out 

our faith in the context of: 

Building positive relationships 

Worship and prayer 

Sharing what we believe 

 

Develop Christ like values  

centered on: 

Continual spiritual growth 

Loving and serving others 

Gratitude and generosity  

Sermon Series of  2016 

In 2016, our dedicated Sunday 
School teachers worked to  

develop a statement of what 
we want children, youth and 
adults to know, do and value 
from being part of Emmanuel 

Reformed Church. 

Following Jesus is a journey of  

a lifetime.  Here at ERC we  

seek to provide great opportunities  

to learn, grow and serve. 



Encounter Groups are an important next step.  Having passed the one year 
anniversary of this significant part of ERC, they already feel like part of the 
fabric of our church.  These are the best places to grow spiritually as the 
groups discuss the sermon, support each other, and find ways to serve 
God.  These groups are a great path to the mission of the church, helping 
people serve God, engage in the church, and follow Jesus. 

The desire is to have even more people discover the wonderful blessings of 
being part of an Encounter Group at Emmanuel Reformed Church.  In 2016 
there were 8 groups during the three seasons. 

Small group settings where you can  
grow spiritually as you encounter Jesus. 

Teach — Invite 
It is exciting to think about 2016!  It was a year filled with new faces, people 

invited in many different ways to come and see what is happening at ERC—to 

have an opportunity to encounter Christ.  These invitations came from our 

website, our sign out front, and some divine nudges.  Some of the most im-

portant invitations came from people who already call ERC home.  Thank you 

to everyone who invited someone new to come to Emmanuel Reformed 

Church.  In 2016 we had over 40 new visitors, and added 25 people who now 

attend regularly!  Praise the Lord and sincere gratitude to everyone who works 

to make the church a welcoming place! 

In 2016 we ended with 104 members and 54 adherents with an 

average attendance of 74 people in worship.  



ERC Finances 
Receipts   $219,647 

Expense   $259,313 

Use of savings   $39,666 
Complete financial records are available  

upon request from the church office. 

 

Our income and our expense were about $8,000 less than our 

budget for 2016, and at the end of the year we used less than 

planned from savings.  Our current levels of savings are sufficient 

for two more years at these levels.  It is a delight to see those who 

have found great joy, satisfaction and spiritual  

significance in generous giving.  God is faithful. 

  

 

 
Amy Bielinski continues to provide 
excellent direction to our day 
care. HKDC provides year round, 
full day service to families, and 
blesses children with a safe and 
loving environment.   

Day Care Financials 
Receipts $314,479 

Expense $313,247 

In June of 2015 Emmanuel Reformed Church launched our “Living our 

Faith, Building our Future” campaign.  Our Goal was $200,000 in new 

gifts, matched by $150,000 from previous estate gifts.   

With gratitude we report that at the end of the year: 

 $160,000 was pledged with over $99,000 already given. 

The Fellowship Hall has been completely renovated, in addition the entry 

area, hallways and bathrooms are looking very welcoming to people who 

are coming to ERC for the very first time.  Plans are in place to begin con-

struction of the pavilion and playground in the spring—but we will need 

your help to make it a reality! 

God has Provided all we need 

God is Providing all we need 

God will Provide all we need 



 
Saints to Remember 
The following people went on to their eternal rest ~ 

 Eleanora Marilyn Harris February 5, 2016     

Mark Thomson   February 27, 2016 

William R. Smith (NM)  March 25, 2016   

Patricia Averill Bolt  September 19, 2016 

Ella Parmelee   October 28, 2016   

Harriet Virginia Grogan November 17, 2016 

 

A means of remembering those who have gone before us, the 

Golden Memory Books are always on the altar.  A listing for the 

week is printed in the bulletin. 
 

Added this year:  Ella Parmelee 

 

New Members by confession of faith, joined the congregation: 

 Erik Burns Evan Fink      

 

 

 Marriage is a public demonstration of a 

couple’s commitment to a covenant rela-

tionship as God laid out in the  Bible ~ 

Therefore  a man leaves his father and mother 

and clings to his wife and they become one 

flesh.  Genesis 2:24 

Dave Ward & Erica Van De Wal   10/8/16 

Consistory and Officers 
Minister of Word and Sacrament: Rev. Dirk Gieser 

Elders    Deacons 
Jeff Baker (Sr. Elder)  Rose Ann Ferris 
Sandy Burns   Leah Hesch 
Kathy Ciampa   David Spink 
Karen Smith    
Christine Torey 
 
Treasurer: Wesley Van Ort Asst. Treasurer: Roland Ferris 
Clerk: Rose Ann Ferris Classis Rep: Rhonda Van De Wal 



Emmanuel Reformed Church 

1150 Maple Hill Rd 
Castleton, NY 12033 

518-732-7766 
www.ercrca.org 

The Numbers of some of the improvements at ERC. 
By Jashton Gieser 


